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I. Introduction

GEOG 425 Planning for Sustainable Communities and Regions is an upper-division course
in the Department of Geography & Planning at Chico State. This course examines economic,
social, demographic and political bases for sustainable communities and seeks to integrate
sustainable planning theory and practice with service learning projects such as this temporary
pop-up street demonstration with Butte County Public Health.

Following the 2018 Camp Fire, the Town of Paradise has been rebuilding. This included the
construction of the Paradise Ridge Elementary School, to replace the two elementary schools that
burned. This has presented an opportunity for the community to try and improve connectedness
and walkability. On Thursday, October 27th, 2022, from 6 A.M. to 4 P.M students from the
Planning for Sustainable Communities and Regions course participated in the Active
Transportation Resource Center Go Human Kit of Parts Pilot Temporary Demonstrations in
collaboration with the various partners. This project which we will refer to as the Tactical
Urbanism Pop Up event (TUPU) included two Walking School Buses to access Paradise Ridge
Elementary School. There were two drop-off locations for the Walking School Bus: the first at
the intersection of Wagstaff and Pentz Roads and the second at the intersection of Billie and
Pentz Roads. The street treatments at the first location included barriers between the sidewalk
and the road on the southside of Wagstaff Road, east of Pentz Road. The street treatments at the
second location included a creative crosswalk at the western leg of the Billie Road and Pentz
Road intersection with colorful driveways along the route. Students helped set up, take down,
and clean the canopy tents, road barriers, the creative crosswalks, and signs that were part of the
Go Human Kit and Halloween decorations at both locations. Students helped conduct surveys of

the children and adults that participated in the demonstrations and were instructed to keep
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detailed field notes of their activities and observations. After the demonstration project, students
coded their field notes, discussed their observations, and made recommendations and suggestions
for future demonstration projects which are detailed in this report.

II. Observations & Recommendations

A. Process and Organization

The TUPU demonstration project began with an early morning set up of the temporary
street treatments from the Go Human Kit of Parts (KoP) at both locations. After the morning
walking school bus, students were involved in cleaning the road surface and reaffixing the
Go Humans Kit of Parts (KoP) in the middle of the demonstration and ended the day with a
full clean-up of the KoP.

o The demonstration project was organized in two different locations, with strategic plans
laid out for carrying out the demonstration. We found that the development of a Walking
School Bus Program could provide a way for children as well as the parent supervisors
who choose to walk with their children, and to connect with their peers and other
community members.

e The colorful crosswalk and driveways help get drivers’ attention, keeping them on the
lookout for anyone who could be potentially crossing the street, creating a safer
environment.

e Project was successful because children were able to give their input on issues that they
would usually not have a say in.

B. Kit of Parts
The Kit of Parts (KoP) consisted of the shipping container that was delivered to the site

containing all of the materials needed for each aspect of the project and included the

temporary barriers, colorful sidewalk materials, colorful driveway photos, signage and all
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things needed to run the walking school bus (SCAG KoP). We recommend for future

temporary street projects such as this:

e The temporary barriers be more brightly colored or that they include the addition of
reflective tape for increased visibility.

e The original tape used to attach the colorful crosswalk panels to the asphalt originally did
not stick well enough to handle being driven over. The type of adhesive tape needs to be
evaluated to be certain that it will adhere to the road surface.

o The KoP materials were lightweight and portable. No changes needed for the ease of
portability of the materials.

C. Colorful Crosswalks:

We noted that the materials used for the colorful crosswalks were lightweight and
portable. However, the tape used to affix the colorful crosswalks did not hold well. To
alleviate this problem, we recommend:

e Road surface at location of colorful crosswalk to be cleaned before event with broom,
street sweeper or leaf blower to remove debris.

e Since the installation is before sunrise, you might consider that this preparation be done
the day before the event.

e Evaluate the type of adhesive, colorful tape that is used to affix the colorful crosswalks.

Some of the types of tape held better than others.

D. Survey

We noted that the survey was administered before the children participated in the walking
school bus and the questions needed to have more child-friendly language. We suggest:
e Have the survey be administered after students have completed the walking school bus.

e Have the survey be read to the children by volunteers who record their responses.
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e Use simple or child-friendly language to make future surveys easier for children to
understand.
e We have prepared a sample survey in this report. See sample survey in Appendix A.

E. Interactions with People

Throughout the event there were many different organizations representing their interest
in the project. There were also community members, and children attending the school with

their parents or guardians. Our recommendations are:

° Include a large UPC code on sandwich

Participate in the
Pilot Bike Path

| website and get information about the project and

board sign so that people passing by can access

partners. This may also be used to elicit feedback

from drivers.

Love it? | ® Take into account any recommendations

Hate it? directly from the public present at the event.
|deas?

LET US KNOW!

Figure 2 Sample design for sandwich board with
UPC code from another project. on the school.

° Take advantage of the knowledge that the

school employees can provide about background

e Everyone seemed to have an enjoyable experience.

F. Suggestions

After assisting with activities, we analyzed the field notes to determine what processes
worked out well and what could be improved during the Tactical Urbanism Pop-Up event. In
addition to this, we made suggestions about what improvements need to be made with

infrastructure in the town of Paradise.
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o More of the surrounding streets should have a crosswalk plan in addition to the proposed
one on the intersection of Pentz Road and Billie Road.

e Future infrastructure plans should incorporate sustainable practices that are geared
towards pedestrians who walk and bike. Due to the current lack of infrastructure, many
people are relying on cars.

o We noticed that many of the drivers were speeding. Paradise needs more streetlights and
speed limit signs.

e There were mixed opinions of holding aTactical Urbanism Pop Up (TUPU) event in a
small town like Paradise. Some suggest this event would be more practical in a larger,
more urbanized area.

e Develop more training in order to follow guidelines of Go Human Activations Playbook

https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/kop playbook final.pdf?1661211228

e The TUPU event was effective in getting the public involved and bringing awareness to
transportation infrastructure issues.

II1. Large Scale and/or Big Picture View

A. Benefits of Temporary Projects or Tactical Urbanism Pop Up Events

Tactical Urbanism Projects are temporary street infrastructure projects that includes street
treatments such as crosswalks, buffered bike lanes and parklets (Garcia and Lydon). They are
a good approach to urban planning as they are quickly and easily set up and taken down, are
low cost, scalable and they allow people to interact with urban developments (Thakkar). The
benefits to communities are numerous and can take many forms. Tactical Urbanism popups
are an opportunity for community members to see the potential in urban planning and

illuminate the different ways that their communities can be altered to be more walkable,
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bikeable, and liveable (Thakkar). When people are involved in tactical urbanism pop ups,
they are able to provide feedback on the temporary street treatments and are more likely to
play a more active role in advocating for and being involved in a long-term project. Tactical
urbanism projects are a short-term commitment to a longer-term change with the potential of
high reward with low risk.

A walking school bus is a group of children that walk to school with one or more adults.
These walking school buses can take many forms, from being as unstructured as a group of
families taking turns walking their kids to school to being a structured, planned route where
kids can join the school bus at designated locations and times (Bryce). Walking school buses
are a great option for getting kids to school. The benefits include improved child safety by
walking in a supervised group, increased health, more time spent outdoors, reduced traffic
congestion, and an increased sense of community.

B. Importance of Getting Early Buy-In or Commitment

It is important that the grant applicant have initial approval by the host city for the project
at the time of the grant application to avoid denial of implementation of the project. The Go
Human Kit of Parts Playbook suggests that smaller activations take approximately 1.5
months from conception to event (SCAG et al, 4). According to the Tactical Urbanism
Permitting Process, Application, & Materials Guide, applicants should begin meeting with
neighbors and begin the permit application to the host city engineering department
approximately two months prior to desired installation date. The types of permits that may
be required include an event permit to allow the event, which may take up to 45 days to
approve, and a street closure permit that may take up to five days to approve. Some

communities may require an insurance policy in connection with the event. The grant
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application for this project initially identified the study site as Fair Street in the City of Chico
for the temporary street treatment. After the grant was awarded, the City of Chico denied a
permit for the event and the event had to be relocated. In order to prevent such obstacles to
implementation, it is recommended that the grant application include preliminary approval by
the host community and the host organization obtain a permit a minimum of 45 days before
event.

C. Benefits in Terms of Community Building and Off-Street Path for Evacuation

The Paradise community is recovering from the tragedy of the wildfire. The
implementation of a walking school bus provides an opportunity for children and parents to
connect with their peers, and to interact with other community members. This process can
help to build community.

The off-street walking school bus trail could be utilized as an alternate evacuation route
or as access for emergency vehicles in the event of another evacuation. The foothills
surrounding the Town of Paradise area fire-prone landscape and so Paradise is still under
threat of wildfire. With limited ways to get around Paradise, this path provides an alternate
route to allow travel in case of an emergency.

IV. Summary and Conclusion

The Active Transportation Resource Center Go Human Kit of Parts Temporary
Demonstration Project that took place in Paradise, California, was an opportunity for a town that
is rebuilding following the devastating 2018 Camp Fire to explore new transportation
alternatives beyond cars. With the town wanting to make a more walkable and bikeable town,
this project allows Paradise to have more safe options for children to get to school and other

places. However, this project needs some improvements such as revising the survey that was
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distributed and changing how some of the KoP were used. Regardless, this project was an
opportunity for the town of Paradise to see how building a permanent bike and pedestrian path
away from traffic could encourage more people to use active transportation, and it is an
opportunity for community involvement.

An interesting benefit of an off-street path such as the one built along Pentz Road near
Paradise Ridge Elementary School is that this path could be used as an alternate escape route or
for access for emergency vehicles in the event of an emergency evacuation, and it could help
more people to get out of harm’s way in a more efficient manner.

Temporary street projects such as this promote active community engagement and allow
feedback from the community on the proposed infrastructure, increasing community support.
This project not only promotes safe active transportation, but it promotes sustainability for towns

and cities that are looking to improve their town for future generations.
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